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NOTES W }lZLT1ltGWITH LT. COL. ?ULLIAM D. FKX?ELL,AIR EWCE SURGEON
GENiMLt S OFFICX, FEEWFRY 17, 1971, 10:00 A.M.

‘:,Dr. Still and I act xith Col. Howell to discuss the status of his efforts

‘-,infoll~~ing up the 2S ai.rmn exposed to 7S Lads whole body dasz’on

~~RonScrik follotiirigthe Xarc!l 1, 1954 detonacioa on Bikini.. Hc cold U3

“11 in the 3ervice and he had had physical exmina-,, thet three mm f,~~c stl
““’-tions carried out tillt!-.m. t.bout tcn n~n imd more or less dropped out’
i:-.
.. .of sight m of 1963 or so and would ha-~e to be lvca.tecl.The re~ainder

‘ “’had at soc.ecim mde llclaim~)lon the Veterans Adainistrarion and the
VA, the’rcfore,had rzdical md ocher records on thus; the recosds were..

...‘;.:
not ncces8axily cuz-rm~.

‘*T:-.;.
CO1.,HOUV1l cie.zmlyL1asconcerzcd about the Air Force zcting responsibly

~’rA-,towardtl~escu~n but fzlt ttict.there nu3c be a balance bctwccn scciag
:‘that they goc 2Lopcr mdiczl stipmvision as a~ainst c03vCi-EinS them into

hypochondriacs ,Of
Generating claims against thu Goveroznsnt, setting preccJentE,

‘“etc. .“’ .;,~.,,,>,.e~ .. ., - L ..-.?...-,-..*C,;J>. ...:,“ -.i-l::.<,., 0,.,:.
He expressed interest in cooperating anJ/”or’collaborating with Dr. Conard
and iadicated ti]athe \ioultili’hato visit i3raokhavcn wtieuit becam
convenimt. To t[latcnd ue a~reed ~;~atI uould call Sr. Conard and ~owld
then see that he and Dr. Ccazrd becmc better acquainted by telephone. ‘i-b&e

idea of this was to UiLlldiZ1’d L5M to the skdclines, leavin~ the principals
to work together.

‘-’:’!) .......
I have smt Col. llowella copy of-my lctte~ to Dr. Con~rd, dated January 12,
1971, describing the understandings I hai ai’rived at with iI$sAand the Vii,
giving special attention to the etbi.cal considerationfi that night appiy to
Conardes examination of these people.

Before leaving, Dr. Still and I asked if he had any plans for the larger

number of aircraft pilots vho flew tkough clouds of fallout collecting
aerial samples. Ne indicated that he had considered this but bad not
taken it up because, (a) the do~e~ sere scroll; (b) a pilot who got any kind

of a afgnificanc c!ose was gLsJen ocher duties; and (c) there were quicc a
large number of pilots who had been assi~med to other missions. On the

whole his xcsponse to the pilot e:’po~ures added up to a n~g.ativz.

F:fy. AD Med. Br.
H. D. Bruncr, M.D.
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Marshall Island Incident

Twenty-eight U. S. airmen assigned to a weather detachment unit

on Ron~erik were exposed to radiation subsequent to the March 1, 1954,

detonation on Bikini. The best estimate of total gamma dose in air on

Rongerik was 78 roentgens. Following the exposure, the men were hospitalized

for an approximate eight-week period for observation and subsequently were

released to duty.

Since these men incurred their exposure while in service, it is

more appropriate for the Air Force Surgeon General, with the assistance of

the Veterans Administration, to maintain contact and follow these individuals

than for the Atomic Energy Commission to do so. The Air Force Surgeon

General is aware of the exposures received by the men and is aware that

there may be late sequelae and

following these individuals.

has initiated an appropriate program for


